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An aerial view of the site of theM andarin H otel.. 


Mandarin Hotel Due 
At Portals 

T he big hole in the ground at 14th and 
Maryland Ave S.W. will be filled par¬ 
tially with a new luxury hotel, The 
M andarin. T he go-ahead by the city was given 
by the city at a hearing in M arch at which tes¬ 
timony was received by city officials and 
Southwest AN C Commissioner Richard West- 

The D.C. government's Tax Increment 
Financing bonds are expected to be offered on 
Wall Street in M ay or June to help pay for the 
project. (SeeTIF, p. 7). 

The 400-room hotel will have 33,000 
square feet of convention, meeting and ban¬ 
quet space restaurants, a fitness center, 90,000 
square feet of parking and 6,500 square feet of 
retail space It will partially complete the Por¬ 
tals complex, which already has one million 
square feet of office space occupied by the Fed¬ 
eral Communications Commission, the U.S. 
Dept, of Education and the Federal Aviation 
Authority. Remaining to bedeveloped is Parcel 
D, a large vacant lot on the north side of M ary- 
land Ave S.W. 

Eric Price Mayor Anthony Williams' 
deputy for planning and development, told a 
Council committee hearing that an estimated 
500 construction jobs over two years and 400 
to 500 full-time positions will result from the 

Representing the Mandarin Oriental FI otel 
G roup, based in FI ong Kong, M ichael Shindler 
reported their commitment to hiring goals of 
"40% minority hiring and 40% minority par¬ 
ticipation in all training programs, of which 
40% of those numbers should be women." 

brook cited changes to the Ward 2 Compre¬ 
hensive Plan as tying into the M andarin FI otel 
project. The Southwest Waterfront and a 
pedestrian connection with the National M all 
are emphasized in the Ward 2 Plan and in the 
Mandarin Hotel development. (See MAN¬ 
DARIN storiesand picture on p. 1) ! 


S.W. Group Gets 
Q uick Reply From 
Cdr. Dine 

A week after the Fourth St. N eigh- 
borhood Group wrote First Dis¬ 
trict M PD Commander Kim 
Dine it had its reply in writing. 

The group asked for increased night 
patrols on M and N Streets, S.W., and is 
concerned over turnover in lieutenants, 
sergeants and M PO s 

Cdr. Dine promised to keep Lt. Dou¬ 
glas assigned in Patrol ServiceArea 110 "as 
long as I can." Aggressive recruiting of new 
officers to join M PD "will hopefully 
reduce the number of transfers over time." 

"As it relates to your request for 
focused patrol in the area of M and N 
Streets, we have continued to increase our 
visibility, especially around these requested 
areas and will continue to do so," said Cdr. 
Dine (For lull text of letters seep 6). ! 


Farrell, Simon, Rev. 
Wise Join SWNA Board 

N ew faces on the Board of D irectors of 
the Southwest N eighborhood Assem¬ 
bly, Inc. include the Rev. Michael 
W ise first vice president, and district directors 
Mark Farrell of the 1st SWNA District and 
Gottlieb Simon, 2nd SWNA District. 

Reelected were President the Rev. George 
E. Holmes, Second Vice President Margaret 
Feldman, Secretaryjean M acdonald, Treasurer 
Ellen Winship and District directors Perry 
Klein, for 1st SWNA District, Jacquelyn 
Matthews, for 2nd SWNA District, Lonnie 
M urray, Joan Rhones and Cathy Wallace for 
3rd SWNA District and Gloria Hamilton, 
Herbert Holmes, and Patricia Pressley, 4th 
SWNA District.! 
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New Anacostia 
Waterfront Promised 

A shipboard signing ceremony 
launched plans for development of 
both sides of the Anacostia River 
from Robert F. Kennedy M emorial Stadium 
and along the Southwest Waterfront to the 
14th Street Bridge 

The sgnatures of 20 federal, local and 

dum of U nderstanding" promising coopera¬ 
tion in achieving shared goals for the water¬ 
front. 

The ceremony, aboard the U .S.S. Barry 
attheWashington Navy Yard at 9th St. S.E., 
included such federal agencies as the US 
Army Corps of Engineers and Government 
Services Administration (GSA), regional 
agencies as Washington M etropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (METRO), and local 
agencies as the D epartment of Public Works 
and Department of Parks and Recreation. 

The Summit Fund of Washington at its 
M arch Board M eating granted $200,000 for 
community outreach for the Anacostia 
Waterfront Initiative 

A Southeast N eighborhood Workshop is 
scheduled for M ay 18-22, 2000, although 
invitations had not been sent out as The 
Southwester went to press. Some sessions 
will be open to the public. Otherswill befor 
professionals with experience in waterfront 
development to be invited from throughout 
the country. Similar community meetings 
will be held for the Southwest Waterfront 
and for other parts of the Anacostia Water¬ 
front I nitiativa 

The D.C. planning department release 
announcing the shipboard signing stated: 

"The Memorandum of Understanding 
signing win Degin an amDitious year-long 
effort of immediate projects and the creation 
of a comprehensive plan for the Anacostia 
waterfront communities, including:" 
Among a list of seven bulleted paragraphs 
that followed was this: 

"Southwest: In cooperation with the 
Redevelopment Land Agency, the City will 
develop a new vision to fully realize the 
potential of the Southwest waterfront and 
Waterside Mall located only seven blocks 
from the National Mall."! 


SW H istory G roup 
Formed 

A new group has been formed to 
study and publicize Southwest 
historical features for Southwest 
residents and visitors. The group is 
chaired by M argaret Feldman and indu- 
dles Joseph Curtis who took photos of 
Southwest just before the U rban Renew¬ 
al demolition, Kim Holien the official 
Army Historian for Ft. McNair, Susan 
Lemkeof Ft. M cN air Special Collections 
Library, Keith M elder historian author, 
Col. Turnbull of Tiber Island Law H ouse, 
Eugene Buehler, Gary Young, and Sheila 
W ickouski. Present activities are to work 
on captions and plan an historical walk of 
the Waterfront, and to participate in the 
Smithsonian Folklife Festival this June. 
Plans are underway to have a Photo 
Gallery in Waterside Mall showing pic¬ 
tures of O Id Southwest and people from 
the past. As part of this, the Southwest 
Health Clinic at Delaware and I St. is 
having its 60th Anniversay this year and 
wants to show pictures from the past. 
Anyone with appropriate Clinic pictures 
is urged to take them to the clinic. Sever¬ 
al other projects are being considered. 
The next meeting will be Monday April 
17th. at 10 AM at the Law H ouse on N 
St., part of Tiber Island condominiums, 
Interested people are invited to join. Is 
there anyone who would liketo help with 
the Photo Gallery? For further informa¬ 
tion please contact M argaret Feldman at 
554-0242 or mefeldman@aol.com. I 
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Your 
Real Estate 
Professional 

Bea B. Paget 

Specializing in 

A partments and T ownhouses 
..On the Waterfront.. 
..On Capitol Hill.. 


Classified Ads 


Part-Time Church 
Secretary 


Southwest C ommunity C al&idar 


Saturday Komen Toastmasters Club 


Call me today! 
202 - 554-5317 
202 - 393-1111 

E-mail: beapaget@aol.com 


Wanted, Part-Time 
Youth Coordinator 


groups to develop youth programs, estab¬ 
lish collaborative relationships organize 
planning meetings (and more) is needed 
by the Youth Activities Task Force of 


Primary DC Elections 

7am-8pm, Precinct 127 - St. M atthew'sChurch, Precinct 
128 - Friendship Baptist C hurch, Precinct 129 - Jefferson J 


4pm-7pm, Friendship Baptist 
Wednesday Fil-Am Toastmasters Club 


Advertising Rates 


Saini Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Saini C. Singh 


SftfJthwester 


Wally Babington Theater Critic 
Susan Fischer Adverting 
Cathy Wallace BuanesH anager 


es on diskette with photos by Wednesday, M ay 3, in the box behin 
heSW Library, 3rd & I or the desk at 700 7th St., SW, Box 130. 
E-mail text to: thesouthwester@yahoo.com 
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WASHINGTON 
CABLE -gg 

Serving Southwest D.C. for 
over 20 years 

Washington Cable vision is 
available at: 

Capital Park Town Center 

Carrollsburg Plaza 

T he L ansburgh Town Square 
M arket Squ are Towers 

River Park Washington 

Watergate Harbour 

Marina View Waterside 

Towers Towers 

Pennsylvania 
Plaza 

N o unsightly wiring in your apt. 

We use the existing wiring in your walls 

The best of cable TV at a reasonable 
price including: 

CNBC,CNN,HN,ESPN, 
C-Span, BET, MTV, 
Discovery, A&E, and more. 

THREE movie services 
are available: 

HBO,SHOWTIME & 
THE MOVIE CHANNEL 
Call (202) 646-1600 
to order 


Westminster ad 
Pick up from 
April 2000 





































TIF Financing For 
Mandarin 

D istrict of Columbia government is help- 


viay 2000 _ The Southwester 

Fine Arts O.K.'s Man¬ 
darin Hotel Design 

[be federal agency responsible for urban 


D avie Renshaw M oves 
ToOK 


Capitol Square 


Ft. McNair To 
Demolish Bldg. 

nvironmental Assessment (EA) and Find- 
f No Significant Impact (FONSI) have 
arepared forthedemolition of BuildingT- 
i the post, a metal building used to store 


You wouldn't want to 
let out DCs best kept secret! 

Tiber Idand Cooperative Homes, the city's premier waterfront commu¬ 
nity is die place to live A quick walk horn Capitol Hll, the Mall, 
and downtown's attractions, Tiber Island is also convenient to major roads 
and Metro. 

Planning an event? Then consider the beautifully renovated historic 
Thomas law House — a Washington showplace for more than 200 years. 
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H elen vs. Annie, "The M iracle Worker" 


I went to see this play against my bett 
judgment. It is one of the plays that I deci 
ad never to see again. M y resistance to tl 
play is partly because it has been perform: 
i n n u merable ti mes over the years by al I typ 
of acting companies 

H owever, this production is a play 
have never seen before N ick 0 Icott's dire 


the best intentions The encounter between 
these two dynamos is never sentimental or 
melodramatic. It is presented in a direct, fac¬ 
tual way that dramatizes the conflict with¬ 
out demeaning the protagonists. And there 
is a surprising amount of humor that comes 
through. 

Shira G rabelsky isa local college student 
who portrays H elen Keller as a child - and 


ovations are so common in theaters toda 
that they have become meaningless Forth 
production, the standing ovation has mear 


Keller and her teacher Annie Sullivan 
intriguing, imaginative and provoca- 
e has devised a way of using sign lan- 


A new feature of Arena's Audience 
Enrichment series is worth exploring: Arena 
Backstage. 0 n April 24, at 7:30 pm direc¬ 
tor N ick0Icott,Allan LeeH ughes lighting 
designer and M aster Electrician C hristopher 
Lewton will discuss the design for "The 
M iracle Worker" and the backstage action 
that brings it to life For information call the 
Audience Enrichment Deot. at 554-9066. 


Jenny’s 

Pick up 1/2 page ad from April/00 
with changes below 


Hours: Monday-Friday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m 
Sat., Sun., Holidays 12:00 noon-10:00 p.m. 
Happy Hour: Mon.-Fri. 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 


Dinner Special (after 7:30 p.m.) 

Buy 1 entree and get 50% off 2nd entree* 

One coupon per table (* of equal or lesser value) 
(coupon expires July 31, 2000) (Dine- in or carry- out) 


Banquet room-up to 200 people 
Private Parties Saturdays 
10pm-3am 








